
Our 2019 Annual Campaign is in full swing, and what better way to 
kick off this season of giving than by celebrating with our Shore family! 
Shore clients, family members, Board members, staff, and friends 
gathered at Five & Dime in Evanston for an evening of good food and 
great company. Board Chair, Natalie Romano, along with our CEO, 
India Ehioba, spoke about the importance of our Annual Campaign and 
encouraged everyone to give and help spread the word about Shore! 

The Annual Campaign is our largest direct-mail fundraiser, and a 
majority of our annual donations is made over the holidays. When you 
give to Shore, you are inspiring hope, passion and purpose for each 
and every one of our clients, who are among society’s most vulnerable 
members: individuals with severe to profound disabilities. From all of us 
at Shore, we thank you for your support as we give and grow together!
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MatchOPPORTUNITY

GIVING&GROWING
Together at Shore

Make Your Annual Campaign Gift by 
December 3 to Double Your Impact!

An anonymous donor has agreed to match all new or increased gifts to 
our Annual Campaign! As an added bonus, The Coleman Foundation 
will match all gifts of $1,250 or more if made by December 3. Why 
December 3? Each year, #givingtuesday falls on the Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving. This internationally recognized day of giving is now a 
global movement, inspiring people from around the world to donate 
in support of causes and missions in which they believe. Join the 
movement. Double your impact! #givingtuesday2019

Start Your Own #givingtuesday Fundraiser!

An effective way to help boost giving to Shore is by starting your own 
#givingtuesday fundraiser. This can easily be done on social media by 
starting a Facebook fundraiser or by simply making a quick Instagram 
post about Shore. In your post, be sure to share your personal story 
about what Shore means to you. Your story could inspire others to give 
because they want to support you! 

Remember to tag us @shorecommunityservices and use the hashtags 
#givingtuesday and #givingandgrowingtogether.

Not on social media? Simply send out a quick text or email with a 
link to our website (shoreservices.org) and ask friends and family to 
donate to Shore Community Services! Every dollar helps our clients live 
meaningful and fulfilling lives.(L to R) Richard Leipsiger; Padmini, Janakan, & Dr. 

Vythialingam Sathiaseelan; Glenn Tatsui, DSP; and Sam.

(L to R) Board Members, Michael Selway and Robin Wright 
Thomas, with staff member, Rhonda Craven.

If you need any assistance with starting 
a fundraiser, contact Sheri Lees at slees@
shoreservices.org or (847) 982-2030 x216.



The Shore community looks forward to Summerfest each year, and 
this year did not disappoint. Shore clients, staff, and board members 
kicked off Labor Day weekend with some grilling and chilling while 
soaking up the summer sun. Special thanks to our Summerfest 
supporters: Jake’s Pup in the Ruff Chicago for the hot dog buns and 
Mark Vend for the pops and waters. We are also grateful for our 
amazing volunteers, Honorary Board member Dr. Carl Lieberman, 
for grilling up hot dogs and Joanie Kilkelly and Betty Stachura for 
giving your time at Summerfest!

Natalie Romano, President 
Larry Berg, Vice President
David T. Lloyd, Vice President
Robin S. Thomas, VP/Secretary
James Dades, Treasurer

Meridith Adams
Sandra Buzard 
Dr. Amy Daniels
Seth Hopkins  
Kevin Katz
William Leske  
Matthew Margolis
Jason McBride  
Laura McGrady 
Lisa Rubin  
Lynn K. Ryan  
Douglas P. Schwartz

On Tuesday, October 22, I went with all the other Shore East 
residents to the Five & Dime restaurant in Evanston for a special 
Shore taco dinner. Four residents rode with Paul in the minivan, 
and Dan took the rest of us in the van, along with Renata. 
We arrived a little after 5 o’clock. 

We took an elevator to the second floor, and came into the 
dining area. There were also video games and pinball machines. 
Some Shore staff who recognized me from my articles said “Hi” 
to me. Residents and staff from Shore West and other Shore 
homes were there, too, as well as Shore board members. I sat 
with Frank, Diane and Mary. 

We had salad, soda, and tortilla chips with guacamole and 
spicy hot salsa. Dan loved the salsa. Frank did not. We also ate 
potatoes, rice and beans, and of course tacos! Beef or chicken 
tacos, with all kinds of toppings, like cheese, salsa, sour cream, 
and chopped vegetables. It was good!

While we ate, they had a TV screen showing pictures of Shore 
residents, like me. Natalie and India made speeches, and 
thanked everyone there for helping Shore.

Then it was time to leave. Dan and Paul left to get the van and 
minivan, and pulled up to the restaurant entrance to pick us up 
because it was cold outside. We got home at 7 o’clock.

Michael Selway  
Kimberly A. Williams 
Katie Koenig Zornow

Honorary Board

Harold Berg
Donna Brown
Charles Cooper
Joan Joyner
Elizabeth A. Karlson
Robert Kurz
Dr. Eugene Lerner
Dr. Carl Lieberman
Gloria Moore
Sam E. Pfeffer
Jennifer F. Scanlon

India and Manny 

Last week, while calling to thank our donors, one of them said to me, 
“I believe in you. I believe in what you do and that you are vitally 
important to our community, and that is why I support Shore.”

Wow! That statement, “I believe in you.” It is only four words, but it packs 
a lot of power, inspiration, and hope! After that call, I kept sharing her 
comments with board members, staff, and families of those we serve. And 
you know what? That spirit of power, hope, and inspiration is contagious!

When you know that someone believes in you, it encourages you to do 
more. You set higher goals, and you strive that much harder to achieve 
them for an even greater impact. Every day at Shore, you can see men, 
women, and children at every level of ability achieving their goals and 
living a life full of opportunity, discovery, and growth. You can also feel 
that our board, staff, and volunteers believe in our mission and our clients. 

Thank you for believing in us and showing your support through your 
generous gifts. As you read in our cover story, we have two incredible 
matching gift opportunities happening now through December 3, which 
is Giving Tuesday. We are extremely grateful to The Coleman Foundation 
and an anonymous donor for providing the matching gifts that will 
multiply your impact. If you are able, now is the time to give.

Thank you for believing in us, and know that we believe in YOU!

Yours in admiration and appreciation,

India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE
Chief Executive Officer

DIRECTORS

IN YOU

Board of 

I Believe 
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AT THE FIVE & DIME

Taco
Fiesta

HEATS UP AT 
SHORE

(L) Natalie Romano, Board President, visited with Robin (C) 
and friends (L to R), Frank, Diane, and Mary.

(Left) O’Tae shows off his dance moves and (above) hungry 
Shore members wait for lunch at Summerfest.
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CEO Corner Robin’s Corner

Summerfest



You may have noticed more familiar faces while out and about 
in your neighborhoods recently. Many of our Shore clients have 
been busy working, volunteering, and sightseeing as part of 
our True North – Find Your Path program. The purpose of True 
North is to support individuals with developmental disabilities 
in identifying their interests and becoming engaged members 
of their community. Clients have the opportunity to expand their 
knowledge and skill base through experiential activities such 
as job shadowing, mobility training, learning computer skills, 
leisure pursuits, and overall socialization. Some of the places you 
might see our clients include working at Curt’s Café in Evanston, 
volunteering at the Niles Township Food Pantry, and selling at 
the Evanston Vineyard Resale Shop.

Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center
Employer of the Year — Hungarian Kosher Foods
Customer of the Year — Trim-Tex
Personal Achievement Award — Marcus Jones
John S. Hubner Volunteer of the Year — Yong Kim

Lois Lloyd Center
Community Leadership Award — Occupational Therapist 
Assistant Program, Wright College of Chicago
Personal Achievement Award — Holly Miller
John S. Hubner Volunteer of the Year — Ottis Crudup

Shore Residences
Personal Achievement Award — Maurice Rodas
Personal Achievement Award — Margaret “Peggy” Gannon

Second Time Around Thrift & Gift Shop 
Joyce Buehler Volunteer of the Year — Janet Cyrwus
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The Annual Meeting is a time when the Shore 
community comes together to celebrate the 
successes of the last fiscal year as well as to honor 
some of our most dedicated staff, volunteers, and 
supporters. This year’s awards were presented at 
the 68th Annual Meeting to the following:

AT TRUE NORTH?

Phase II of our campaign called Our Heritage, Our Future is 
underway, with a goal of raising $2.2 million by 2022. Our 
two-phase campaign started in 2013 with a goal of raising $5 
million. Thanks to so many generous donors, we successfully 
completed Phase I by raising $2.8 million of this goal, which 
allowed the following:

• Purchase and design of the Lois Lloyd Center specifically 
to meet the needs of 83 individuals with the most severe 
developmental, physical, and medical challenges. 

• Provide these clients with individualized services that 
will enable them to develop their abilities to maximize 
their independence.

• Provide crucial supports to clients and help them obtain 
employment in the community.

• Offer supports to family members of clients so that they 
are better able to care for their relative served by Shore.

Now we are looking to meet the evolving needs of clients in 
the communities we serve by strengthening and diversifying 
the services we provide to nearly 20 North Shore Chicago 
communities and building a brighter future through:

Curriculum development to add educational skill training 
for people from middle school through young adulthood 
to reinforce skills and to continue the learning after their 
22nd birthday, when most other supports, therapies, and 
programs end. 

Therapeutic services for adults to address maladaptive 
behaviors.

Job skill development and transitioning our sheltered workshop 
program to expand Shore businesses, community integration 
through the True North – Find Your Path Program, and leisure 
programs for Seniors.

Redesign and reconfiguring facilities from sheltered workshop to 
Job Training and Skill Development Center.

Endow programs to continue and grow innovation by 
implementing the latest research, new discoveries, best practices 
in therapeutic intervention, and ongoing program improvements to 
continue to be a leader in discovering and implementing the most 
effective programs. 

Ensure resources to preserve and maintain multiple facilities. 

What ’s up

Please contact Mary Matz, CFRE, Senior Philanthropy Officer, at 
(847) 982-2030 x221 or mmatz@shoreservices.org to learn more 
about how your generous support makes a profound difference.

Holiday Shopping
Shore’s Second Time Around Thrift and Gift Shop, 4123 Oakton St. 
in Skokie, has just what you need for the holidays! Come visit Store 
Manager Steven Black and his crew to find unique gifts for that 
persnickety someone or seasonal décor for your special event. You 
may even discover a vintage outfit for yourself or some accessories 
to add extra sparkle to your wardrobe. All proceeds from the shop 
benefit Shore and our clients! Happy holiday shopping!
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(Top): Volunteer, Yong Kim, accepts award from Bonnie 
Rubinow, Sales & Marketing Manager at Koenig Center. 

(Bottom): Maurice R. received the Personal Achievement 
Award for gaining more independent living skills. Regina 
Miller, House Supervisor (L.) and Donna English are pictured.

Lifelong learning is imperative at Shore, and we recently connected 
with students from Lutheran University of Applied Sciences in 
Nuremberg, Germany to share and learn from each other. They 
travelled all the way to the Windy City to tour our facilities and 
discover the many aspects of nonprofit administration, disability 
organizations, and the social services field in America. Their 
group represented a variety of subject majors and interests, from 
psychology to nursing to social work. We extend our gratitude to 
Dr. Wesley Lindahl of North Park University and Klaus Schellberg 
of Lutheran University in Nuremberg for helping to facilitate this 
wonderful exchange of knowledge and culture at Shore. Danke!

Willkommen, Freunde!

Students and clients at the Lois Lloyd Center.

Annual 
Meeting

68th

We are always looking to partner with more businesses and 
organizations in our community. For more information about True 
North, contact Anni Braverman, Director of Vocational Services, 
at (847) 581-0200 x233 or abraverman@shoreservices.org.

HELP US RAISE $2.2 MILLION BY 2022  
Our Heritage, Our Future 

(Back Row, L to R) 

Emilie, Jean, and 

David; (Front Row, 

L to R) Marlene, Tony 

and Samantha at the 

Lois Lloyd Center.

Shore clients out in the community: (top) Jonathan; 
(Bottom L to R) Richard, Murtaza, and Ricky.
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We value hard work at Shore, but we also 
like to have fun! From rounds of mini golf 
to relaxing with essential oils, Shore holds 
staff in-service days throughout the year 
for continued training opportunities and 
team bonding. 

October 11 marked the last day of work 
for Hai Kang as the Maintenance/Driver at 
Shore’s Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center. 
Hai dedicated nearly 21 years of service to 

helping enrich the vocational skills of nearly 
150 persons served at the center. He stated, 
“It has been a great experience working for 
Shore. I feel a lot of appreciation and thank 
everyone. I will miss my job, but it's time to 
retire.” Shore congratulates Hai and wishes 

him a happy retirement!

HEART of 
SERVICE

Big congratulations to Shore Honorary Board 
member Jennifer Scanlon, who recently started 
in her new role as the President and CEO of UL. 
Jenny is the first woman to lead the 125-year-old 
organization and has been a part of our Shore 
family for the past 13 years. Thank you, Jenny, 
for bestowing Shore with your leadership and 
expertise. UL is in great hands!

Deborah Shulruf, Shore’s Senior Administration 
Officer, recently completed two trainings as 
an Illinois State Trainer for National Alliance 
on Mental Illness (NAMI). In April, Debbie was 
one of 24 facilitators selected from across the 

country to attend a three-day “Train the Trainer” 
workshop at NAMI National in Virginia. She has 
been associated with the organization since 
2007 and became a Volunteer Family Support 
Group Facilitator in 2013. Debbie’s expertise 
with mental illness is invaluable to both Shore 
and the greater community. The mission of 
NAMI is to provide advocacy, education, 
support, and public awareness so that all 
individuals and families affected by mental 
illness can build better lives.

Congratulations to Shore staff 
members who celebrated a milestone 
year of service!* We are eternally 
grateful for your heart for our mission 
and dedication to our clients!

5 YEARS
Linda Calloway
Alexandra Halilovic
Cynthia Hogg
Jamie Huml
Amy Perkins
Beverly Snelling
Khiyona Winfert

10 YEARS 
Donna English
Pamela Weeks

20+ YEARS 
Theresa Trlak, 25 years
Anni Braverman, 20 years
Hai Kang, 20 years
Deborah Shulruf, 25 years
Kimley Stanton, 20 years

*Years of service as of July 1, 2018 
to June 30, 2019.
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FORE  &MORE
Having Fun at Shore!

Shore 
SPOTLIGHTS

Happy Retirement Hai!

InMEMORIAM
Shore is saddened by the loss of Honorary Board Members 
Victor “Vic” Fernitz and Thomas “Tom” L. McRaith, Jr. Vic passed 
away on August 14th at the age of 88. He joined the board in 
1999 and served as the treasurer/secretary for many years. Tom 
passed away on October 2, which was his 85th birthday. He has 
been connected with Shore for over 35 years. Tom was also a 
treasurer and started the first golf outing for Shore 26 years ago. 
Tom was active with the Kiwanis Club of Evanston and chaired 
the committee for Pizzamania, which is an event the club has 
hosted on Fat Tuesday for Shore for over 30 years. Vic and 
Tom had a huge impact on the growth of Shore and were true 
advocates for the agency. They will be missed dearly.

September 3 was a sad day, as a member of our Shore family 
passed away. Brandon, who was only 50, was a resident at the 
Jean F. Karger CILA (Community Integrated Living Arrangement) 
since 2006 and attended the Koenig Center since 1998. He 
was a huge Spiderman fan who enjoyed listening to music and 
spending time with his friends and staff. It was only fitting that 
Brandon passed away surrounded by his Shore family, who 
loved him unconditionally.

A celebration of life took place on September 27 at the 
Karger CILA. Clients and staff shared humorous and touching 
anecdotes about Brandon’s wonderful spirit and his willingness 
to help others. Regina Miller, House Supervisor, cooked all 
Brandon’s favorite foods, which were enjoyed by all.

Uma Muppidi, Senior Director of Residential Services, stated, 
“Brandon was a very loving person and was equally loved by 
all. He will be missed dearly. May his soul rest in peace.”

Photo: Bernie Tanenbaum (c.) with Dr. Carl Lieberman (r.) 
Honorary Board Member and P.J. and Steve Hammer, his 
nephew and great nephew.

Shore is forever grateful to Bernard “Bernie” M. Tanenbaum 
for his appreciation of our agency’s work and for being a 
member of our Legacy Society, which comprises some of our 
dearest friends and supporters. The members of this group 
are very special to Shore, as they have decided to include us 
in their estate plans. This gift is the highest form of generosity 
and helps to ensure that individuals with intellectual and 
other developmental disabilities will continue to receive the 
resources, therapies, training, and support that empowers and 
increases their level of independence. 

Mr. Tanenbaum was a close friend of Honorary Board member 
Dr. Carl Lieberman through whom he became familiar with how 
our programs benefited children and adults with disabilities. 
He was insistent on remembering the agency in his will and 
provided a major legacy gift to Shore upon his passing on 
September 5, 2017, just before his 81st birthday.

Mr. Tanenbaum went to Chicago Teachers College, where he 
received a Bachelor of Education degree, and Loyola University, 
where he received a Master of Arts degree with a major in 
Education Administration. For over 30 years, Mr. Tanenbaum 
was a special education teacher and later became Principal of 
Delano Elementary in Chicago. He was also an avid reader and 
traveled extensively in Europe and Africa, where he became a 
dedicated collector of African artifacts. 

(Top) Brandon and Kimley, DSP. (Bottom L to R) Friends and 
housemates Maurice and Diosely along with Donna English 
at Brandon’s farewell.

(L to R) Lois Lloyd Center staff 
members, Tanashua and Keisha, 
are ready to use their hand 
blended essential oils.

For more information on how you can become a Legacy Society 
member, please contact Mary Matz, CFRE, Senior Philanthropy 
Officer, at (847) 982-2030 x 221 or mmatz@shoreservices.org.

Leaving a Legacy 
FOR SHORE

Surrounded 
BY LOVE



December 3, 2019 
#GivingTuesday

Make your gift online today at shoreservices.org 
or call Sheri Lees (847) 982-2030 x 216.

Friday, December 13, 2019
Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center Holiday Party

Wednesday, December 18, 2019
Lois Lloyd Center Holiday Party

Tuesday, February 25, 2020
Pizzamania at Gigio’s Pizzeria

Get in your pizza fix and Mardi Gras fun at this annual Shore 
fundraiser hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Evanston.

Saturday, April 25, 2020
Spring Benefit at North Shore Country Club

Our premier spring fundraising event with a live and silent 
auction, dinner, dancing, and entertainment all in support 

of Shore’s mission and clients.

Shore Community Services, Inc.
Administration Center
8350 Laramie Avenue

Skokie, IL 60077

phone (847) 982-2030
fax (847) 982-2039

shoreservices.org
info@shoreservices.org

Shore’s mission is to improve the quality of life for 
persons with intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities through educational, residential, 
vocational, and related programs provided with 
community integrated supports and services.

Please remember Shore 
Community Services in 
your estate planning. 
For more information contact 

Mary Matz, CFRE 
Senior Philanthropy Officer  

(847) 982-2030 ext. 221  
mmatz@shoreservices.org

Save the Dates

Become a monthly donor and become a member of our Circle 
of Caring, a group of loyal supporters who are committed to 
advancing Shore’s mission and uplifting our clients all year 
long! Whether you give $10, $20 or $50 a month, every dollar 
counts and is critical to meeting our clients’ needs for quality 
programs and services throughout the year. Contact Sheri Lees 
at (847) 982-2030 x216 or slees@shoreservices.org to join 
Circle of Caring today.

Deliver joy to Shore clients and 
buy a gift from their holiday 
wish list! Contact Sheri Lees at 
slees@shoreservices.org for 
more info.

CIRCLE ofCARING
Ashley says, "I like arts and 
crafts. Thank you for making 
my day fun!"


