
The 2018 spring benefit, “A New Hope,” was held on April 21 at the North Shore Country 
Club in Glenview. The honoree was Bryan D. Hancock, a young man who lives with 
autism. Through the In Search of a Cure Foundation, which was started in 2001 by his 
father Terrence J. Hancock, Bryan has been an advocate for people with autism and 
other disabilities. Since that time, “In Search of a Cure” has raised $5,900,000 on behalf 
of autism research. 

As Bryan is a huge Star Wars fan, the Spring Benefit Committee tied the theme to reflect 
a Star Wars movie, and the centerpieces were in popcorn containers filled with an 
assortment of candy. Natalie Romano, Board President, expressed how the theme “A 
New Hope” is what Shore offers to our clients and their families every day. We provide 
the tools to make our clients as independent as they are able to be in order for them to 
live a rich and fulfilling life.  

Ms. Romano presented Bryan with the Thomas and Lois Lloyd Humanitarian Award, 
which is named after Shore’s founders. This award was established to honor those who 
have provided outstanding service to Shore by helping the agency meet its commitment 
to improve the quality of life for persons with intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities. Bryan shared with the audience some of his favorite stories of overcoming 
adversity, showing them that having autism has never slowed him down. The audience 
was moved by Bryan’s humor and inspired by his efforts to help others.

Bryan and his family reside in Naperville. He obtained his driver’s license when he was 
18 and has been driving for over six years. Since 2015, Bryan has been employed at 
Goldberg Weisman Cairo Law Firm as a Mailroom Clerk. His best friends are his brothers 
Andrew and Colin. Bryan loves to play video games, watch YouTube videos, and take 
weekly trips to the Naperville Public Library, where he reserves movies to watch at home. 
He also enjoys spending time with his family in Bonita Springs, Florida. 

Over 160 people attended the benefit, and more than $102,000 was raised. Special 
thanks to the Spring Benefit Committee consisting of Sandra Buzard and Seth Hopkins 
(Co-Chairs), Kevin Katz, David Lloyd, Natalie Romano, Lynn Kahla Ryan, Douglas Schwartz, 
Robin Thomas, and Katie Koenig Zornow for their efforts to make this event a huge 
success, and to our sponsors of $1,000 or more as listed.
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A New Hope Recap

Left: Natalie Romano, Board President, presents Bryan D. Hancock with the Thomas and Lois Lloyd 
Humanitarian Award.
Top: Sandra Buzard, Board Member and Spring Benefit Co-Chair, with her husband Timothy and children 
Jacqueline and Kevin.

(Right to left) Board Member Kevin Katz with his son Alex, 
Board Member Dr. Amy Daniels with her husband Dr. Robert 
Daniels and daughter Taylor.

Silver Sponsors
In Search of a Cure Foundation

Eugene & Janet Lerner Foundation 

c/o HighTower – The Lerner Group

Bronze Sponsors
HUB International

Koenig Family Charitable Foundation

Romano Wealth Management

Sponsors
Sandra & Timothy Buzard

Huntington Bank

Interim Healthcare

Magnetrol

Proven IT

Jennifer & Peter Scanlon
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CEO Corner

Dear Friends of Shore
Family, in the traditional sense of the word, includes people you 
are related to by blood or marriage.

Over the years, I have come to see that family is much more than 
that. Family is a group of people who share a passion and a vision 
or simply care deeply for each other. At Shore we are happy to 
be a family of caregivers, participants, supporters, leaders, and 
friends.

Thanks to the love, leadership, and lasting friendship of all of you 
who make up the Shore family, we are stronger, better, and even 
more responsive to the needs of the individuals and communities 
we serve.

Exciting things lie ahead for the Shore family. We invite you to join 
us in building on that excitement with a donation to our Annual 
Appeal. Once again, we are pleased to report The Coleman 
Foundation will match online gifts of $175 and above dollar-for-
dollar up to $175 from November 1-27, which is Giving Tuesday.

Thank you again for being a part of the Shore family. Please make 
your donation online at www.shoreservices.org/donate or send 
a check in the enclosed postage-paid envelope. We gladly accept 
gifts of stock as well as gifts from your Donor Advised Fund. 
Additionally, if you are over age 70½, there may be significant tax 
advantages to making a donation from your IRA.

Together, great things lie ahead for this Shore family.

Yours in great admiration and appreciation,

 

India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE 
Chief Executive Officer



  2018 Shore Newsletter | 21 |                    2018 Shore Newsletter

A Perfect Score on 
Recent CARF Survey

John LaRoy with 
Board President 
Natalie Romano.

John LaRoy has become a sensation because of the good things he 
does for customers while working at Jewel-Osco in Homer Glen. 
He recently had a customer post his picture on Facebook as a way 
to thank him for always being upbeat and helpful to the customer 
whenever he shops. This post went viral, and the whole town of 
Homer Glen was in agreement. 

After John graduated from Shepard High School in 1982, he 
attended a job training center in Blue Island until 1985. From 1985 
-1990, he refined his vocational skills at Shore Training Center, 
now the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center. In 1991, John obtained 
community employment at Omni, and within one year he had been 
named Employee of the Year. For the past 27 years, John has been 
a valued employee at Jewel-Osco. 

According to Tony Phillips, Director of the Homer Glen Jewel-Osco 
Store, “John is a great asset to the store and understands how 
much we value our customers.”  

At the spring benefit, Board President Natalie Romano presented 
John with the President’s Outstanding Achievement Award for his 
employment successes and for being an inspiration to all. John was 
humbled by the award and thanked Shore for helping him gain job 
skills that helped him secure a job that he loves.

Have You Heard JOHN 
LAROY is Homer Glen’s 
Hardest Working Man?

In March Shore underwent a survey by CARF International, 
formerly known as Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation 
Facilities, and received a perfect score. This is a remarkable 
achievement because less than 3% of all agencies surveyed 
received 100%. CARF-accredited providers are recognized for 
their ongoing innovation and adherence to the highest best-
practice standards, of which there are over 925 for the programs 
and services surveyed. These include:

Community Employment Services: Employment Supports

Community Employment Services: Job Development

Organizational Employment Services

Community Housing

Community Integration

The survey stated, “The organization is led by an enthusiastic 
and multitalented CEO who has made many significant and 
positive changes. The board has been developed into a highly 

effective governing body. The staff members, many of whom 
have numerous years of tenure, enthusiastically and skillfully 
deliver services to the clients. Shore has earned the satisfaction, 
appreciation, and high regard of clients, families, employers, 
funders, and referral sources. In addition, the organization 
incorporates the CARF standards in its day-to-day business 
functions and service practices, and its practices reflect that it 
embraces continuous quality improvement.”

CARF is an independent, nonprofit accreditor of health and 
human services, enhancing the lives of persons served worldwide. 
As a result of this survey, Shore has received the highest accolade: 
16 consecutive 3-year accreditations.  We “Aspire To Excellence” 
everyday as we strive to provide the over 400 children and adults 
with intellectual and other developmental disabilities who rely on 
us with vital programs and services that enrich their lives.
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Carl has attended the Joseph 
Koenig, Sr. Training Center for over 
15 years and was the recipient of 
the Personal Achievement Award. 
He is pictured with (l. to r.) Anni 
Braverman, Director of the Koenig 
Center, and his parents Jacqueline 
Williams and Timothy Schuller.
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Elaine Macejak with Alexandra Halilovic, Director of Shore Homes.
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Annual Meeting 
HIGHLIGHTS AGENCY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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Marilyn Leipsiger (r.) is 
pictured with Natalie 
Romano, who received the 
Joyce Buehler Volunteer 
of the Year Award.

What better way to end the fiscal year than to highlight Shore’s accomplishments? On June 
18 Shore directors held the 67th Annual Meeting at Hackney’s on Lake in Glenview. They 
shared Shore’s greatest achievements from the past year with over 50 guests. Natalie 
Romano, Board President, led the meeting and thanked the board, staff, and award 
recipients for giving their time and supporting Shore. Shore is pleased to recognize the 
award recipients for the extraordinary contributions they have made.

Anita Miller accepted the Community Leadership Award on behalf of the Beth Hillel Bnai 
Emunah Congregation in Wilmette.  For several years, Shore residents have been regularly 

attending an inclusion 
Shabbat at Beth Hillel. 
They enjoy their time 
there and look forward 
to interacting with their 
new friends. In fact, Mrs. 
Miller’s son Daniel is an 
individual with autism. Her 

experiences in the disabilities community gave her the idea that individuals with disabilities 
and all people in the community need to connect with one 
another for human fulfillment. Anita’s mission is to build bridges 
between those with and without disabilities.

Elaine Macejak was the recipient of Shore’s John Hubner 
Volunteer of the Year Award. For the past 57 years Elaine has 

been providing a social program through the Evanston 
YMCA. The club, called The New Year Co-eds, is 

for individuals with special needs. Some of the 
activities she plans and coordinates include 

trips to Marriott Theater, Lamb’s Farm, 
Lincoln Park Zoo, Mystic Blue Cruise, 

Cubs games, Chinatown and seasonal 
dances with a disc jockey. Elaine 

not only plans these events, 
but she also volunteers as a 

chaperone. Shore residents 
have been members of this organization for 34 years. 

Through a special donation, the New Year Co-eds 
are able to attend these exciting activities for             
only $5.00.  

Rounding out the presentations were 
Distinguished Service Awards by Ms. Romano. 
She recognized Dr. Carl Lieberman, Gloria 
Galloway Moore, Jennifer F. Scanlon, and 

Robert Tranter for their 
dedicated service to 
our Board of Directors. 
Carl re-joined the 
Board in 2011, Gloria 
joined in 1991, Jennifer 
in 2006, and Robert 
in 1983. They have all 

served on numerous 
committees and have 
been very instrumental 
in and supportive of the 

agency’s growth, especially through fundraising 
events. Their commitment to enhancing our 
mission of improving the quality of life for over 
400 individuals who receive services each year 
has been phenomenal. 
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Robin with her parents Gary and Carol Sgrignoli.

My family was in town, so they had me fly to North Carolina and meet them 
at the airport. My mother and father picked me up from work and took me to 
Denny’s for lunch. After lunch, we returned the rental car and took a shuttle bus 
to Terminal 1 at O’Hare Airport. From there I went to security and waited for my 
father at the dinosaur skeleton. My father took me for a tour around the airport 
to see stuff. My departure gate had changed three times before I boarded. I took 
United Airlines and my mom and dad took American Airlines. My father met 
me at the gate in Charlotte. My brother picked us up at the airport in his truck. 
This is my third time flying alone, and I like my independence. I am learning 
how to go to the airport all by myself with the help of my father on FaceTime. 
In Charlotte, I enjoyed going to the pool, amusement park, Charlotte Knight’s 
game, and meeting my brother’s new girlfriend. My uncle and aunt joined the 
family gathering, and we enjoyed going to the pool and out to eat together. On 
my journey home, my family took me to the airport and dropped me off. After 
visiting security, my dad helped me through FaceTime to get to my terminal, 
where I flew back on my own. When I arrived in Chicago, I hailed a cab and came 
back to my group home.    

Robin S. is a resident at Buehler House/Shore Homes East who writes 
monthly articles for Shore’s Family Newsletter.

Robin’s Corner 
Learning to Travel Independently

Robin has lived in her new home at the Buehler House/
Shore Homes East for several years. She loves to sing 
and is the first person to start “Happy Birthday” at 
every party. As a goal to help Robin communicate her 
concerns and to advocate for herself, staff encouraged 
her to write in a journal. She is now writing monthly 
articles in “Robin’s Corner” that are included in the 
e-mail family newsletter. Robin feels like she can make 
a difference for other people who are going through 
a similar situation. For example, she wrote about her 
surgeries, saying, “I may help someone else who is 
scared about surgery like I was.”  

Robin enjoys organizing other clients for activities 
and shares stories of her outings with the other 
housemates. She is a great ambassador for the house, 
as she always introduces herself to new people and 
is very welcoming.  In addition, Robin is the leading 
authority in the house on how an iPhone works and 
is willing to help those who do not know how to 
operate their phone.  We are very proud of Robin for 
all of her hard work and leadership. At the Annual 
Meeting in June, she was the recipient of the Personal 
Achievement Award. 

   

WAY TO GO ROBIN!
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Eagle Sponsor - $2,500+

Birdie Sponsor - $1,000+

Hole Sponsors - $500+

Shore’s CEO India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE, is pictured with 
Thomas L. McLeary, CLU, and member of the Million Dollar Round 
Table (MDRT). Mr. McLeary was instrumental in securing a $4,000 
grant for Shore through his sponsorship to the foundation. The 
grant helped support the nursing services provided by Eileen 
Mikota, RN, to our nearly 90 clients who attend the Lois Lloyd 
Center.

Through its global grants programs, the MDRT Foundation is 
committed to building stronger families and communities around 
the globe. This year, the MDRT Foundation will award over $1 
million in MDRT member-endorsed grants to more than 200 
charitable organizations worldwide. Thank you to Mr. McLeary and 
MDRT for this generous support!

Roxanne enjoyed listening to 
music and having fun with her 
friends at Summerfest.  The 
annual picnic was held at the 
Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center on September 5.  

Board Vice President David Lloyd, Brian Kase, Michael Ragins, and Joel Blau at Shore’s 24th Annual Golf Outing. Over 80 people attended the golf outing held on July 20 at the Deerfield 
Golf Club in Riverwoods. A total of over $24,000 was raised.  

MDRT
Check Presentation

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
CORPORATE SPONSORS 

2018
Summerfest
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Front row (l. to r.) India Alexis Ehioba, CEO, Janice and Kevin, clients from Shore 
Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center, and George Van Dusen, Mayor of Skokie. 
Back row (l. to r.) Rhonda Craven, Executive Assistant to the CEO, Lisa Wright, 
Chief Operating Officer, Board Members William Leske and Larry Berg, and 
Uma Muppidi, Senior Director of Residential Services, at the Open House/Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony held for True North on July 26.

Join Our
Circle of 
Caring

DID YOU KNOW SHORE HAS A GIVING 
CIRCLE CALLED CIRCLE OF CARING?
Join us by committing to making a recurring gift on a monthly 
basis. Simply indicate the amount of your donation, and each 
month your credit card will be charged. Your gift will help 
enhance our programs and services. For more information 
please contact Mary Matz, CFRE, Senior Philanthropy Officer, at 
(847) 982-2030 ext. 221 or mmatz@shoreservices.org.

Did you know that the staff from the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center have spent months diligently setting up our newest 
program? We’re calling it True North. The alternative day program 
is now open at 4125 Oakton in Skokie. Support will be provided to 
individuals with developmental disabilities who want to identify 
their interests and become active members of their community. 
The goal of True North is to create opportunities that increase 
knowledge and encourage exploration for the participants in the 
community. These opportunities include training for computer 
skills, job shadowing, volunteering, leisure pursuits, socialization, 
and mobility training.

Please contact Seyi Adeolu, Community Program Manager, at 
(847) 581-0200 x 221 or sadeolu@shoreservices.org. Jonathan is pictured 

sorting books for 
Books4Cause, which 
are shipped to Africa 
and distributed to kids 
in Chicago. Through 
his participation in 
True North, he found 
a volunteer experience 
that ties into his love 
of reading.

Fifty-three people enjoyed Pints For A Purpose on 
Tuesday, September 11, at Revolution Brewing on 
Milwaukee Avenue in Chicago. This new fundraiser was 
spearheaded by Katie Koenig Zornow, Board Member, 
as a way to involve younger individuals as Junior Board 
Members and to bring more attention to Shore through 
social media. The two-hour event featured craft beers 
made by Revolution Brewing, appetizers, and a raffle. 
Natalie Romano, Board President, welcomed and thanked 
the crowd for attending the event, which included many 
new faces. Thank you Katie, Kevin Buzard, Alex Ehioba, 
and Meridith Adams for working hard to promote this 
event and for securing guests and sponsorship that led 
to the event’s success. Over $4,600 was raised to benefit 
Shore’s programs and services.  

PINTS FOR A PURPOSE 

Trim-Tex employees Jenna Kisler, Abraham Dickison and Anna Sobotka had a 
fun time at the event.

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

FINDING YOUR PATH 
AT TRUE NORTH
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Save  the 
Dates

Shore Community Services, Inc.
Administration Center
8530 Laramie Avenue

Skokie, IL 60077

 phone 847.982.2030
 fax 847.982.2039

shoreservices.org
info@shoreservices.org

Shore’s mission is to improve the quality of 
life for persons with intellectual and other 
developmental disabilities through educational, 
residential, vocational, and related programs 
provided with community integrated supports 
and services.

Please remember Shore 
Community Services in 

your estate planning. 
For more information contact 

Mary Matz, CFRE 
Senior Philanthropy Officer  

(847) 982-2030 ext. 221  
mmatz@shoreservices.org

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 
is known as “Giving Tuesday,” the 
international day of giving.  Your generous 
support from November 1-27 will be 
matched by The Coleman Foundation.  It 
is a wonderful opportunity to help Shore 
raise much-needed funds, especially as 

our Annual Appeal will be in full swing.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

Do you have some free time and want to 
volunteer? Does your teenager need to complete 
service hours for school? Why not spend some time 
with our resale shop? Second Time Around Thrift and 
Gift Shop is located at 4123 Oakton Street in Skokie, and all 
proceeds benefit Shore’s programs and services. Volunteers 
help sort and tag donated merchandise, assist customers, and 
take on other tasks. You should be able to lift at least 10 pounds. 
For more information contact Steven Black, Charity Resale Shop 
Manager, at (847) 673-3172 or sblack@shoreservices.org. Check out 
shores2ndtimearound.org for more details.

2019 
Spring Benefit

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
North Shore Country Club in Glenview


