
 Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center
On December 15 over 160 clients enjoyed 
the annual holiday party at the Joseph 
Koenig, Sr. Training Center. After lunch, 
the clients were given a variety of gifts. For 
over 20 years, staff from the DoubleTree 
Hotel North Shore in Skokie has distributed 
gifts to all of our clients with Santa Claus 
being the highlight. Trim-Tex staff gave 
each client an umbrella with Shore’s logo 
on it. In addition, each client was able 
to submit three items on their holiday wish list, and they received a gift 
from generous donors. Schwarz Supply Source in Morton Grove created 
their own Giving Tree and purchased gifts for 55 clients. Meridith Adams, 
granddaughter of Shore’s Founders Lois and Thomas Lloyd, was instrumental 
in the Koenig Center being chosen to be the recipient of this holiday joy. 
Board Members Natalie Romano, President, David Lloyd and Robin Thomas, 
Vice Presidents, Sandra Buzard, Carl Lieberman, Bill Leske, and Lynn Ryan, 
along with several family members and volunteers, helped distribute the 
gifts. The party ended with cupcakes and dancing. Our clients extend their 
sincerest gratitude for the kindness and generosity shown to them.

Shore’s CEO India Alexis Ehioba is pictured to the left of Santa and his helpers from the DoubleTree Hotel in Skokie.

Joe Koenig, Jr., owner of Trim-Tex Inc., is pictured with Mark, a Koenig Center 
client, Joe’s daughter Katie Koenig, Shore Board Member, second from right, 
and company employees.

Supported Living Arrangements Program
Kurt and Lisa hosted the Holiday Open House for the Supported 
Living Arrangements Program at their condo on December 2. Their 
unit was beautifully decorated, festive holiday music was played, 
and the party was well-attended. Everyone had a fabulous time. 
It was a big day for Lisa, because the morning of the party she 
had come in 1st place in a Special Olympics Bowling tournament. 
Congratulations Lisa!

The CILA residents had a fantastic time at their Holiday Open 
House on December 13 hosted by the Karger CILA. There was 
ample food, music, and dancing. Joshua, Maurice, and Brandon had 
a great time dancing. Our residents enjoyed the company of their 
families during this holiday season.
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Holiday Happenings at Shore

l. to r. Tanashua Slaton, Developmental Activities Trainer, with former interns from Wright 
College and Santa.

Richard and Marilyn Leipsiger with their son Joshua.

Lois Lloyd Center
Individuals helped staff to decorate Christmas trees, Menorahs, lights, and snowflakes 
in each group room as well as in the front lobby and the multipurpose room. Holiday 
themed art, cooking, and enrichment activities occurred throughout the month.  A 
holiday party with Santa took place on December 12 and Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer 
stopped by on December 18.   Volunteers from Wright College Occupational Therapy 
Assistant Program helped make the day run smoothly.  These were students who had 
completed eight-week internships at Shore Lois Lloyd Center. The Staff of Shore Lois 
Lloyd Center are looking forward to a great a 2018! 
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CEO Corner

Dear Friends of Shore
Every day is a new day, and at Shore we have a reason to 
celebrate every day! Thank you to all of our friends and generous 
supporters for your generosity. You’ve helped us achieve a 
new milestone! This year, for the first time ever, our Annual 
Appeal has surpassed the $200,000 mark! This is a wonderful 
accomplishment, and we are so grateful to have your generous 
support. We are also excited to welcome over 100 NEW donors 
to Shore, and we’d like you to know that every dollar and every 
donor is greatly appreciated. You are making a difference!

Now that we are well into the second half of our fiscal year, we 
are excited to launch two new innovative programs:

True North seeks to maximize participation in integrated 
community life for adults with intellectual and other 
developmental disabilities through vocational exploration 
and employment path services.

Life in Motion—Your Choice Program is for adults with more 
severe disabilities to have increased opportunity to engage in 
our community as well as job shadow, volunteer, and make 
choices as to how they spend their day.

Accomplishing goals is wonderful, and it can only happen with 
the teamwork of the individuals we serve, their families, staff, 
donors, and our board of directors. This past fall, Shore hosted 
our very first Board Retreat with all levels of staff and families 
as well as persons served. This truly visionary action, led by our 
Board President, Natalie Romano, has set us on a path of strategic 
planning toward success. 

I’d also like to recognize and welcome new board members who 
have joined us over the past year:

Seth Hopkins Vice President of Marketing 
 HUB International

Katie Koenig Marketing and New Business Manager 
 Trim-Tex Inc.

Lisa Rubin Director, Enterprise Accounts–Retail 
 UPS Corporation

Kimberly Williams Director, Lean Manufacturing and 
 Continuous Improvement–North America 
    Diageo Corporation

While we are proud of our innovation and the new ways we 
reach out to the community, we remain committed to maintain 
continued excellence, committed staff, low staff turnover rates, 
and genuine care and love to our persons served.

Yours in grateful admiration,

 

India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE 
Chief Executive Officer

India with Michael, an 
individual served at the Lois 
Lloyd Center.

Barry (left) and William added insight and a client perspective  
to the discussions at our Board Retreat on November 11 at  

the Emily Oaks Nature Center in Skokie. David Schreier,  
President of David Schreier Associates, conducted  

the retreat that was also attended by Shore’s  
board members, staff, and a parent.
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On February 13, we had Pizzamania. It’s a fundraiser for 
Shore Community Services. It is an all you can eat pizza event.  
It was at Gigio’s in Evanston. Thank you to Gigio’s because 
they make the pizza for us. Steven brought Marcus, Renata 
took three people and Dan and Paul took the rest of us. 
Shore Homes West came and joined us. They gave us bead 
necklaces. Then they asked us what kind of pizza we wanted. 
I had three-and-a-half slices, which is a lot for me. They also 
asked what kind of soda we wanted. Before we left I saw my 
friend from the workshop, and she said “Hi” to me because 
she remembered me from the workshop. Dan pulled the van 
up for us so we didn’t have to walk in the cold. He took us 
home. On the way to Pizzamania, a house mate kept saying 
“Come on” at every red light, but on the way home he was too 
stuffed to say anything.  We had a real fun time.

Special thanks are extended to the Kiwanis Club of Evanston 
for its 29th year of hosting this event on Shore’s behalf.  

Robin S. is a resident at Buehler House/Shore Homes East  
who writes monthly articles for Shore’s Family Newsletter.

Think Spring!
WITH A WINDOW HERB GARDEN KIT!
This spring, why not start your gardening early by purchasing a 
Window Herb Garden Kit featuring Vermi-Gold, which is packaged 
by individuals who work at the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center? 

Considered to be the ultimate additive to feed and nurture your 
plants, Vermi-Gold is the product of kitchen scraps, recycled 
cardboard, and some hungry worms in a worm farm at the 
Center. With the assistance of the participants in our vocational 
program, the worm farm has produced eco-friendly and nutrient-
rich compost for your garden. 

Robin (r.) with Diane at Pizzamania.Each kit contains three white 
ceramic pots, three packets 
of herb seeds, and Vermi-
Gold potting soil mix. Your 
purchase is a wonderful 
way to support employment 
opportunities for our clients. 
Grow your own fresh herbs,  
or give them as a gift for  
only $40!  

Please call or e-mail  
Bonnie Rubinow, Sales & 
Marketing Manager, 
(847) 581-0200 ext. 12 or 
brubinow@shoreservices.org 
to place your order  
or find out more about the 
packaging and fulfillment 
services our center offers!

Sabina proudly 
displays a Window 
Herb Garden Kit she 
helped assemble at 
the Koenig Center.

MARK Your
Calendar!

Robin’s Corner 
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A New Hope
Join Shore on Saturday, April 21 for a galactic celebration 
at our 2018 Spring Benefit we’re calling “A New Hope”.  
We are pleased to honor an extraordinary young man, 
Bryan D. Hancock with the Thomas and Lois Lloyd 
Humanitarian Award, named for Shore’s Founders. 
The award is given in honor of Bryan’s philanthropic 
work with “In Search of a Cure Foundation.” Bryan 
has helped raise awareness of and millions of dollars 
for autism research and community services. He is a 
brilliant, funny, and witty speaker who just so happens 
to have autism. Fasten your seat belts, and get ready 
to be inspired! 

The event is at the North Shore Country Club in Glenview 
and will feature The Jazz Cats for entertainment.  If you 
would like to be a sponsor, attend, or donate an item to 
our silent or live auction, please contact Mary Matz at 
(847) 982-2030 ext. 221 or mmatz@shoreservices.org.  
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On November 28, Shore participated in Giving 
Tuesday, which is an international day of 
giving. In 24-hours we raised over $30,000.  
Shore was also offered two wonderful 
matching-gift opportunities this fall.  The 
Coleman Foundation donated $10,000 to 
match all online donations received on Giving 
Tuesday, and Dr. James and Mrs. Rita Sheinin, 
Shore client parents, donated over $13,000. 
We are most grateful to our families and 
friends for their generosity and efforts to 
make these matching donation opportunities 
a tremendous success. 

“My husband and I have supported 
Shore for the past 32 years because 
Shore has provided a home for our 
son, Richard, for all those years.  What 
could be more essential than that?  
Shore has done it successfully with 
a great and caring staff. Richard also 
attends the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center.  We are grateful for all Shore 
continues to do and do well.”

—Rita Sheinin

July 21 was no ordinary day for Shore’s clients and our participants 
at the 23rd Annual Golf Outing, which took place at the Deerfield 
Golf Club in Riverwoods.  Holly, Michael, and Larry, along with Lanisa 
Abrams, Program Manager for the Life in Motion - Your Choice 
Program, greeted golfers as they checked in at the registration table.  
Despite the heat, their friendly demeanors were a welcome addition to 
our outing. During lunch in the club house, the three clients continued 
to interact with our guests. Kevin from the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center educated the golfers on energy saving tips.  He is employed as 
an Ambassador for ComEd’s Energy Force Program and attends over 10 
community events a year. 

For Bryan Liston, a young man who has Autism, our outing was one 
of the best days of his life.  Why?  Take a day of golf, add a former 
member of your favorite baseball team as your partner, and you form 
“Team Russell.”  Named after Adam Russell, former Major League 
Pitcher for the Chicago White Sox, San Diego Padres, and Tampa 
Bay Rays.  Kevin Buzard, son of Board Member Sandra Buzard, and 
Matthew Swider rounded out the foursome.  If you can imagine how 
thrilled Bryan was that day, the memory lasted for weeks as his 
mother Nancy Philbin stated, “Bryan has not stopped talking about the 
outing and how much fun he had playing on Team Russell.”  It should 
be no surprise that “Team Russell” won the top team prize of having 
the lowest team score.  Bryan is an avid golfer who played golf at Niles 
West High School and competes in the Special Olympics.  This fall, 

Richard & Rita Sheinin.

Special thanks are also extended to our sponsors of $500 and more: 
Over $23,000 was raised to support Shore’s programs and services.   

Thank you for supporting this event.

l. to r. Matthew Swider, Bryan Liston, Adam Russell and Kevin Buzard—Team Russell.

Team Russell Scores Fore Shore

Bryan started a new challenge by starting Elmhurst College in their 
Bridges Program.  

Shore thanks Mr. Russell for attending our outing not as a “Celebrity” 
as asked, but as an ordinary person who created extraordinary 
memories for Bryan, who works hard every day to be accepted for 
who he is and to reinforce that having Autism does not limit your 
goals nor the accomplishments you can make in life. This is a lesson 
that Bryan will never forget. 

Chicago White Sox
Constellation Brands
Fields Chrysler Jeep Dodge & Ram
First Bank & Trust
Joseph Birkenheier Tuckpointing & Masonry
Lagunitas

Margolis Weldon, LLC
PACE
RaymondJames
Romano Wealth Management
Sierra Mutual Funds
Trim-Tex Inc.

Special Thanks

The 2018 Outing will be on July 20 at the same venue.  
Registration forms will go out in May.  We hope you can join us! 

l. to r. Holly, Michael, and Larry, 
along with Lanisa Abrams, 
 Program Manager for the Life In 
Motion - Your Choice Program.
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For the past 66 years, Shore has held an Annual Meeting to highlight the 
accomplishments made during the year and to recognize individuals served 
and others for contributing to this success.  On June 19, 2017, Board President, 
Natalie Romano welcomed nearly 60 people who attended the meeting at 
Hackney’s on Lake in Glenview.  After the directors gave an overview of their 
programs, numerous awards were presented.   

To start, the Joseph Koenig, 
Sr. Training Center honored 
Leaning Tower YMCA in Niles as 
the Employer of the Year.  For 
10 years, they have employed 
Steven B. and another client 
from the Center. They provide 
meaningful, community-
integrated employment for 

people with disabilities, and they’ve specially crafted positions which enable 
the workers to be extremely successful at their jobs. The Customers of the Year 
were K&L Looseleaf and College of American Pathologists (CAP).  Clients at the 
Koenig Center perform the assembly, binder packing, and shipping essential to 
completing CAP’s orders.  

Next, our Volunteers play an integral part in our day-to-day functions.  Carolina 
Rodriguez and Sandhya Rao were recipients of the John S. Hubner Volunteers 
of the Year Award.  Ms. Rodriguez is a recent Occupational Therapist Assistant 
graduate from Wright Junior College.  She first learned about Shore when she 
was assigned as an intern at our Early Intervention Program.  Ms. Rodriguez 
was so dedicated to Shore’s mission that she requested that her eight-week 

internship be completed at the Adult Services Program.  Upon completion of 
her internship, Ms. Rodriquez continued to volunteer at the Adult Services 

Program, assisted at their annual holiday luncheon in December, and 
helped at the Spring Benefit in April.  Deborah Shulruf, Director of 

the Lois Lloyd Center said, “We will always remember Carolina’s 
wonderful spirit and the wealth of knowledge she imparted on 

all of us.”  

Sandhya Rao volunteered at Shore’s Second Time Around 
Thrift & Gift Shop for over 15 years. During that time, 

she did everything from sorting merchandise, pricing, 
displaying new items, and serving customers. Sandhya’s 

expertise in merchandizing helped give the shop more 
of a boutique feel as she creatively displayed the 

front of the shop for years.  Her warm and friendly 
demeanor was well received by our customers and 
fellow volunteers. 

Gail Zaverdinos received the Joyce Buehler Volunteer 
of the Year award for her service to the Second Time 
Around Shop.  Ms. Zaverdinos stated, “The shop 
is a vibrant, fun, and always interesting place. The 
customers are so friendly, and the volunteers are 
so helpful and generous with their time. It is very 
rewarding to help Shore provide the village with 
their services. It is my way to say ‘Thank you’ to 
Shore for all it does.”

Senator Daniel Biss, 17th District, was awarded  
the Legislator of the Year Award for all his 
support and advocacy, especially for people with 
developmental disabilities.

Finally, several of our individual’s served were honored 
for their progress and achievements as pictured left.
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Anita Holdridge is a spirited woman with a “can-do” attitude who 
has accomplished much in her life.  She spent her early childhood 
in Ohio where she lived with her parents and her brother 
Hiram. She moved to Evanston during her middle school years 
and attended Nichols Junior High and then Evanston Township 
High School. Anita lived with her parents, Hiram and Florence 
Holdridge, in Evanston until she was in her early 50s. In 1998, 
Anita became a resident of Shore’s Supported Living Arrangement 
Program, where she learned how to budget, perform her own 
housekeeping, plan a meal, and cook for herself. Over the years 
Anita has learned many independent living skills, made numerous 
friends, traveled, socialized frequently with the Y-group, and 
achieved a high level of independence.

Anita worked in the food service industry at Northwestern 
University for 32 years until her retirement. She received job 
coaching through the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center as well. 
Anita has been close with her boyfriend Mike since 1974.  In June, 
Anita embarked on a new adventure when she moved into an 
assisted living arrangement in Durango, Colorado near her family. 

Kirsten Luna, Director of Residential Services stated, “It has been 
a true pleasure working with Anita. We are proud to be a 
part of all the accomplishments she has made, which is a 
testament to her outgoing personality.  Shore wishes her only 
the best in her new life.” Anita was presented with the Personal 
Achievement Award at the Annual Meeting in June.

Farewell Olaf!
Residents from the Supported Living 
Arrangement (SLA) Program had a  
farewell party for Olaf Carlson at his 
favorite Chinese restaurant—Hunan 
Springs in Evanston. Olaf received  
services from Shore for 25 years. He  
lived at the Patricia Lloyd Townhomes  
and received job coaching from staff at  
the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center  
while employed at National Louis 
University, from which he retired after  
40 years. Olaf moved to an assisted  
living arrangement in Ohio, to be  
near his sister. It has been a pleasure 
having Olaf as part of the Shore family and 
we wish him the best in all his  
future endeavors. 

Over 150 individuals served and staff 
at the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center enjoyed Summerfest—the 
center’s annual cookout, on Friday, 
September 5. A hot dog lunch was 
served, with watermelon for dessert. 
Despite a short period of rain showers, 
our clients danced, played basketball, 
socialized, and learned some tips on 
energy efficiency from Kevin R. who is 
a ComEd Ambassador. Special thanks 
for donated items from Jake’s Pup in 
the Ruff, Mark Vend, and Sisterhood 
Temple Beth Israel.

Olaf is pictured in the center surrounded by his friends.

2017Summerfest

Anita
Holdridge
Living the Dream

Anita with 
Kirsten Luna, 

Director of 
Residential 

Services.

Elise and Brian dancing at Summerfest.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Second Time Around Shop

Our friendly, hard-working 
volunteers strive for a first-class 
shopping environment at Shore’s 
resale shop Second Time Around 
Thrift & Gift Shop at 4123 Oakton 
St. in Skokie.  We are always 
looking for volunteers to assist in 
many ways!

If you are interested in a rewarding 
volunteer experience and like the 
idea of working in a retail setting, 
we have a position for you! We 
have available spots in:

• customer service 
• front counter help 
• behind-the-scenes donation 
• sorting, pricing, stocking 
• special events   
• rummage sale pick up

Applicants must be at least 16 
years of age. Some duties have 
physical requirements such as 
use of hands, standing, occasional 
lifting, and bending. A pleasant 
demeanor and interpersonal skills 
are a must.

All proceeds from the shop benefit Shore. 

Contact: Gwen Kessler,  
Community Relations Manager  

(847) 673-3172.

Over 45 Northwestern employees volunteered at Shore’s Administration/Lois Lloyd Center in November.  They helped do a fall clean up, 
where they collected pine cones to be used for art projects, hung and sorted clothing merchandise to be sold at our resale shop, and 
they interacted with individuals in the Adult Services Program while karaoke was underway.  Thank you for spending time with us!  

Join Our
Circle of Caring

DID YOU KNOW SHORE HAS A GIVING 
CIRCLE CALLED CIRCLE OF CARING?
Simply select a monetary amount of $5, $10, $20, or more and 
each month this amount will be charged to your credit card as 
a donation at your preferred frequency. Your support will help 
us provide quality programming to over 400 children and adults 
with intellectual and other developmental disabilities. 

The Consumer Stipend 
Program, funded by the ICDD 
and managed by The Arc of 
Illinois, helps individuals and 
their family members attend 
educational conferences that 
focus on intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

STIPENDS FOR CONFERENCES
Did you know that the Illinois Council on Developmental Disabilities (ICDD)  
has a stipend program that pays for Illinois families to attend conferences?

Please contact Lee Ann at: 
 (815) 464-1832 or leeann@thearcofil.org 
www.thearcofil.org/consumer-involvement-program-consumer-stipend-funds/

The program can assist financially with the many expenses 
involved with attending a conference, including but not limited 
to: registration, gas, hotel, child care, and meals.  The goal of this 
program is to make sure self-advocates and family members 
have access to the information they need to make positive 
changes in their lives and be the best advocates they can.

Bette Heide (c.) with India 

Alexis Ehioba, CEO (l.) and 

Lisa Wright, Chief Operating 

Officer.  Bette worked as 

a Secretary at the Koenig 

Center for over 21 years.

Audrey Quaid (r.), DHS 

Training Coordinator at the 

Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 

Center, with India Alexis 

Ehioba, CEO.  Audrey retired 

on the same day she started 

at Shore 30 years ago.

Happy 

Retirement!
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Save  the 
Dates

Shore Community Services, Inc.
Administration Center
8530 Laramie Avenue

Skokie, IL 60077

 phone 847.982.2030
 fax 847.982.2039

shoreservices.org
info@shoreservices.org

Shore’s mission is to improve the quality of 
life for persons with intellectual and other 
developmental disabilities through educational, 
residential, vocational, and related programs 
provided with community integrated supports 
and services.

Please remember Shore 
Community Services in 

your estate planning. 
For more information contact 

Mary Matz, CFRE 
Senior Philanthropy Officer  

(847) 982-2030 ext. 221  
mmatz@shoreservices.org

Friday, July 20, 2018
24TH ANNUAL

GOLF OUTING
Deerfield Golf Club, Riverwoods

Saturday, April 21, 2018
SPRING BENEFIT

“A New Hope”
HONORING BRYAN D. HANCOCK

North Shore Country Club, Glenview

MARK Your
Calendar!


