
In 2009, a long-term lease on the Lois 
Lloyd Center in Evanston, which housed 
adults with moderate to severe and pro-
found disabilities who attended the Adult 
Services Program, was going to expire. In 
order to continue to provide the vital pro-
gram, a new home needed to be found. 
For several years, potential new facilities 
were explored.  Finally, with some luck, 
and a great deal of hard work, Shore  
officials found the perfect home: an empty 
building at 8350 Laramie Avenue, Skokie 
— the former site of the Skokie Police De-
partment.

“At first I thought, ‘Why would a police 
station be interesting to us?’” recalled 
Natalie Romano, President of the Shore 
Board of Directors. “But because it was a 
unique space, we realized we could utilize 
it for this program, and it had the adminis-
trative space that allowed us to sell our ex-
isting administrative building and use the 
proceeds to renovate the second floor.”

In December 2015, renovations began 
on the first floor. By July of this year, the 
Adult Services Program staff and clients 
relocated.

A quick walk around the premises will 
show any visitor the creativity Shore’s 
staff and Architect Raffi Arzoumanian of 
Arzoumanian & Co. had in redesigning 
the space.  The entire first floor was gut- 
renovated and transformed to meet the 
special needs of our clients.  The facility 
features nine group rooms, which each 
have a color-coded sign and a number to 
help Shore clients — most of whom cannot 
read — navigate the area. The sally ports 
with garage doors were turned into glass 
windows and doors and that area became 
a multi-purpose room.  There is also an ac-
cessible kitchen, sensory rooms, an Adap-
tive Daily Living (ADL) Room, nurse’s office 
and gated garden area.

The new facility is the culmination of 
years of work by devoted staffers. “It’s 
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Shore Adult Services Program  
finds new home in Skokie 

Victor, a person served from the Adult Services Program settled in well at his new home in Skokie.
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22nd Annual  
Golf Outing 

Shore Hires  
New CEO

Shore held the 22nd Annual Golf Out-
ing on Friday, July 22nd at the Deerfield 
Golf Club and Learning Center in Deer-
field.  Over 90 golfers played and addi-
tional people attended dinner including 
residents and staff from Buehler House/
Shore Homes East.  The event netted over 
$28,000, which is a new record for this 
event.  High Tower - The Lerner Group, 
which is an investment company owned 
by Honorary Board Member Dr. Eugene 
Lerner, donated $10,000 as the Hole-In-
One-Sponsor. This sponsorship along with 
two Eagle Sponsors at the $2,500 level 
(Raymond James and Joseph Birkenheier 
Tuckpointing & Masonry) helped increase 
the bottom line.

Matthew Margolis conducted the raffle 
drawing for over 25 prizes.  A silent auc-
tion was also held with 10 items includ-
ing: four Gold Coast Ticket Club tickets 
to a Chicago White Sox game donated by 

the Chicago White Sox thanks to Timothy 
Buzard, Board Member Sandra Buzard’s  
husband.  Over $1,800 was raised from 
the silent auction.

Special thanks to the chairman Matthew 
Margolis and the golf committee con-
sisting of David Lloyd and Kevin Buzard,  
Volunteer and Sandra Buzard’s son, 
for making the event a huge success.   
Kevin was instrumental in securing the 
Raymond James sponsorship.  Kevin 
Rauch, a person served at the Koenig 
Center and Com-Ed Ambassador, edu-
cated the golfers on energy saving tips.   
Other volunteers and staff who helped 
at the outing included: Dan and Martha 
Lloyd, Mariah Henderson, Stephanie 
Hemwall, Natalie Romano, William Leske, 
Debora Braun and Debbie Shulruf.  In ad-
dition, thank you that all those who spon-
sored and contributed in-kind donations 
to the outing.

Board Member and Golf Committee Chair Matthew Margolis (c.) with Dayon Denic and Sean Vietti.
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The Board of Directors of Shore Community 
Services, a non-profit organization providing 
services to over 400 children and adults 
with intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities, is pleased to announce the 
hiring of India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE, 
as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO).  
India started in late September and will 
be primarily responsible for overseeing 
the agency’s over $5,600,000 budget and 
staff of over 100.  A strong focus will be 
on diversifying the agency’s fundraising 
efforts.

Natalie Romano, President of Shore’s 
Board of Directors, stated “I could sense 
India’s sincerity and enthusiasm from our 
first telephone call.  She is a wonderful  
addition to our team!”

India joins Shore Community Services 
with over 18 years of executive leadership  
experience in organizations serving individ-
uals with disabilities. Her expertise spans all 
aspects of Nonprofit Administration includ-
ing: finance, strategic planning, program 
management, nonprofit governance and has 

extensive experience and success in fund-
raising garnering major and more complex 
donor gifts like legacies and bequests. 

In addition to her work experience, India 
holds the highest academic credentials 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Organization-
al Communications from The Ohio State 
University and a Masters in Nonprofit  
Management from North Park Univer-
sity as well as graduate certificates in 
Nonprofit Governance and Fundraising 
Management. She also holds the highly 
regarded Certified Fundraising Executive 
(CFRE) designation. 

India is active in the professional  
community and currently serves on the 
advisory board for North Park Univer-
sity School of Business and Nonprofit  
Administration and the governing board of  
Suburban Chicago Planned Giving Council 
(SCPGC). She is also a member of the Chi-
cago Council of Planned Giving; Associa-
tion of Fundraising Professionals, and the 
Scholarship Committee of Life Happens, 
which is a non-profit organization provid-
ing scholarships to children who have lost 
one or both of their parents. 

“I personally believe in the mission of 
Shore Community Services and bring 
over 30 years of professional and volun-
teer service advocating for the rights and  
improved quality of life for individuals with 
disabilities.”

On a personal note, India has recently 
taken up playing golf.  She is an avid fan 
and supporter of all of the arts, and enjoys 
attending classical music concerts, stage 
plays, and exhibits at all of Chicagoland’s 
museums. India is also active in her church 
where she teaches a Sunday school class 
for children with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. 

India and her husband, Dr. Robson  
Ehioba, have five adult children (4 are  
college graduates with the youngest a  
Junior at Illinois State University) and they 
reside in Naperville.

India Alexis Ehioba, MNA, CFRE, CEO
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a relief and it’s almost — because it was 
such a struggle — it’s hard to believe it 
happened,” Romano said. “Construction 
moved according to plan, and once we got 
started everything fell into place. It’s just 
surprising to look back and say ‘Wow we 
did it.’ That is a testament to the staff that 
did it.”

Shore’s Adult Services Program began 
in 1983, serving those adults who needed 
a middle ground between Shore’s School 
and vocational services programs.   

“For some of our clients we are a step-
ping stone for them to move on to the 
training center, but for the majority of our 
clients this is the most appropriate place,” 
said Debbie Shulruf, Director of the Lois 
Lloyd Center.

Nearly 90 clients attend the program, 
without which they might not have access 
to enrichment activities like music, arts 
and crafts, health and fitness and commu-
nity integrated outings. Other highlighted 
social events take place throughout the 
year featuring holiday/cultural parties, 
fashion shows and cooking classes.

Most of the clients cannot live by 
themselves — the majority live  in  
Community Integrated Living Arrangements 
(CILAs), which are staffed 24/7 with trained 
professionals. During the week they come 
to Shore to get training in prevocational job 
and adaptive daily living skills.

“Our clients and staff are resilient and 
it took little time to adjust to their new 
home. The opportunities this facility  
offers enhances our program and our staff 
are thrilled to continue to build on the  
individual goals of our clients,” said  
Debbie Shulruf.

We are committed to quality program-
ming and with the help of our generous 
supporters our dream to build a new 
state-of-the-art facility for the Adult  
Services Program has come to fruition.  
This facility has an entire basement 
(10,000 square feet) that can be re- 
purposed to expand services for Shore and 
the community at large.  To find out how you 
can help ensure a brighter future please 
contact Mary Matz, Senior Philanthropy  
Officer, at (847) 982-2030 ext. 221 or email 
mmatz@shoreservices.org.



Shorelines Fall 2016

54

SHORE CLIENTS LEARN 
GOLF THIS SUMMER

This summer, six clients experienced just 
how exhilarating the game of golf is when 
they took specialized classes at the Canal 
Shores Golf Course in Evanston. Thanks 
to Jay Ryan, Canal Shores Board Mem-
ber, and longtime golf instructor Peter 
Donahue, the free class met once a week 
for a few months. Mr. Donohue and his  
assistant evaluated the client’s swings 
and worked on techniques that could 
make improvements with their golf game. 
Two residents from the Supported Living 
Arrangements Program, Kurt and Lisa, 
who are avid golfers took this golf expe-
rience to heart.  They learned ways to dis-
tinguish which clubs should be used and 
were able to correct the way they swing 
their golf club.  Kurt took his new knowl-
edge and put it to good use when he at-
tended Shore’s Golf Outing in July.  In fact, 
he was in the same foursome with his in-
structors.  Kurt said “I am so lucky to have 
this chance to learn more about golfing. It 
have been a fun experience and now I’m a 
better golfer.”

Annual Meeting  
Highlights a Year of  
Accomplishments

One of the many enjoyable evenings at Shore is the Annual Meeting, which is held in 
June each year.  This year’s meeting took place on June 13th at Hackney’s on Lake in Glen-
view and marked the 65th meeting in Shore’s history.  Over 50 people attended including 
Shore staff, Board Members, persons served, family and other members of the community.  
Division Directors gave reports on the achievements their program accomplished during 
the Fiscal Year 2016, which ran from July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016.  Natalie Romano, Board 
President, was the Master of Ceremonies.  The highlight of the evening was recognizing 
our persons served, volunteers and businesses that support the vocational endeavors at 
the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center. Not pictured are Jacqueline “Jackie” Nelson recip-
ient of the Joyce Buehler Volunteer of the Year Award for volunteering at the Second Time 
Around Thrift and Gift Shop for over 10 years and Sears at Golf Mill Mall was named the 
Employer of the Year for providing employment for individuals with disabilities. Staff with 
10 or more years of service were also recognized. 

Mary Chandler, Program Manager at Shore Homes West, with Gregory “Greg” H.  Greg has been a resident for 
over 25 years and was given a Personal Achievement Award. 

Buehler House/Shore Homes East residents  
Joshua and Richard pose with Golf Instructor  
Peter Donohue (c.).

Donna English, CILA Service Coordinator, presented Brandon A. a resident at the Jean 
F. Karger House CILA with a Personal Achievement Award.

Denise P. (c), a person served by the Adult Services Program received a Personal 
Achievement Award from Melissa Puls, Program Coordinator (l.) and Tanashua 
Slation, Developmental Trainer. 

Diego Garcia, Plant Manager at the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training Center, (l.) 
presented Minh Nguyen from Topco Associates LLC with the Customer of the 
Year Award for providing contract work to the center.

Kenny – Someone  
Special You Should Know 

For 15 years the staff at the Joseph Koenig, Sr. Training 
Center has had the privilege of developing Kenneth “Ken-
ny” Milton’s vocational skills. Kenny started at Shore short-
ly after moving into a CILA (Community Integrated Living 
Arrangement) operated by Rimland Services. With limited 
vocational skills, Kenny was eager to learn new packag-
ing and assembly jobs at the center. His hard work and  
motivation throughout the years lead to an expansion of his 
job responsibilities to include general cleaning at the center.  
One of Kenny’s favorite jobs is assembling gas spouts from 
Midwest Can Co., which he has increased his production lev-
els quite significantly.

Kenny displayed tremendous perseverance in his ef-
fort to recover from a life-threatening surgical procedure 
on his spine. For months, he worked very hard in physical 
therapy and eventually regained mobility.  All along, Ken-
ny could not wait until he was able to return to work at the 
center. He is an outstanding role model who continues to 
improve through the great efforts put forth while never  
complaining. His strength and willpower are an inspiration to 
his fellow trainees. 

In addition, Kenny thrives from the loving support of his 
family whom he likes to play bingo with on the weekends. 
This past June, Shore presented Kenny with a Personal 
Achievement Award and looks forward to him making con-
tinual advancements in all his endeavors. 

Mark Kavaney, Program Manager at the Koenig Center with Kenneth Milton.
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USG Corporation Honored  
at Spring Benefit

On April 9th, Shore held its Spring Bene-
fit called “It Takes Special People to Build 
a Better World,” at the Evanston Golf Club 
in Skokie.  The evening included: cock-
tails and appetizers, a moving testimo-
nial by Melissa Stockwell – an Iraqi War 
Veteran and U.S. Paralympic Swimmer; 
dinner, a cash raffle; and a silent, live 
and reverse auction.  Margaret Clark from 
USG graciously accepted from Natalie Ro-
mano, Board President, the Thomas and 
Lois Lloyd Humanitarian Award, which is 
named after Shore’s founders.  The award 
was established to honor those who have 
provided outstanding service to Shore by 
helping the agency meet its commitment 
to improve the quality of life for persons 
with intellectual and other developmental 
disabilities.

Ever since 2006, when Jennifer Scanlon, 
President and CEO of USG Corporation, 
joined Shore’s Board of Directors, she 
has been instrumental in securing signifi-
cant support for Shore from USG and their 
Foundation. From sponsorships and par-
ticipation at Shore fundraising events; to 
grants to support health and fitness needs 
along with maintaining independence for 
our residents; USG has shown exemplary 
compassion for people with special needs.  
In addition, USG is a major contributor in 
helping to renovate the future home in 

Skokie for over 80 adults with moderate 
to severe/profound disabilities who attend 
our Adult Services Program and our new 
Administration Center.  This state-of-the-
art building will enable Shore to continue 
to offer the highest quality programming 
and provide a brighter future to those 
adults entrusted in our care.  The USG 
Corporation has been a true friend and 
supporter of Shore.  

Over $94,000 was generated, which 
is the second highest in Shore’s histo-
ry for this event.  A heartfelt thank you 
is extended to the following: Sandra 
Buzard and Jennifer Scanlon, Spring 
Benefit Co-Chairs, and the Spring Ben-
efit Committee -  Kevin Katz, William Le-
ske, Carl Lieberman, David Lloyd, Gloria 
Moore, Patric Peterson, Natalie Romano,  
Douglas Schwartz and Robin Thom-
as for all their help planning the 
benefit; the USG Corporation, es-
pecially Margaret Clark, Jeanne  
Guzman and Mike Gillespie for handling 
the printing and other event logistics; 
Natalie Romano, Board President, for 
being the Master of Ceremonies; Melis-
sa Stockwell for her awe-inspiring testi-
monial; Shore Staff and Wright College 
Students for volunteering and all the  
individuals and businesses who spon-
sored the event.

Margaret Clark from USG (c.) happily accepted the Thomas and Lois Lloyd Humanitarian Award from Natalie 
Romano, Board President, (l.) as Jennifer Scanlon looks on.

Thank you for supporting  
our Spring Benefit! Please 

patronize these businesses & 
services whenever possible.
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Ways to Give  
to Shore

Since government funding does not  
cover the entire costs of our programs 
and services, Shore must maintain a 
strong private funding base to continue 
delivering high-quality support to chil-
dren and adults with intellectual and other  
developmental disabilities. Below are 
ways to support Shore.

General Donations – Cash, Check or 
Credit Cards accepted
Matching Gifts – Check if your  
employer will match your gift.
Event Sponsorship – Spring Benefit  
or Golf Outing
Donor Advised Fund (DAF) –  
Make a gift through your DAF.
Stock Gifts – Receive a tax deduction and 
you may avoid paying capital gains taxes.
Legacy Giving & Legacy Society – Desig-
nate Shore in your will or estate plans and 
become a Legacy Society member, which 
recognizes you while you are living.

All contributions are tax deductible as  
allowed by law.  We gladly accept all forms 
of payment to Shore Community Services.  
Visa, MasterCard, Discover Card and  
PayPal are accepted.  For more information 
contact Mary Matz, Senior Philanthropy  
Officer at (847) 982-2030 ext. 221 or mmatz@
shoreservices.org.

Heroes Circle
Shore Community Services is grateful to recognize the donors listed who have generously donated $1,000 or 
more during Fiscal Year 2016 (July 1, 2015-June 30, 2016). Members of this giving level must annually donate 
the aforementioned amount in order to be listed in our Annual Report; have their name on a plaque prominently 
displayed at our Administration Center and be invited to an exclusive reception.  For more information or to become 
a Hero today contact Mary Matz at (847) 982-2030 ext. 221 or mmatz@shoreservices.org.
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OUR MISSION 

Shore’s mission is to improve the quality of life 
for persons with intellectual and other developmental  
disabilities through educational, residential, vocational  

and related programs provided with community  
integrated supports and services.

Board Member Robert Tranter with wife Mary 
Jo on May 26th at the North Shore Senior 
Center.  Mr. Tranter was honored as a “Super 
Senior” for his volunteer contributions to 
Shore since 1983.

Students from the Evanston Township Wrestling Team with Coach Rudy 
Gallindo volunteered at “Pizzamania,”  which is an event sponsored by the 
Kiwanis Club of Evanston.  For over 25 years, this event has taken place on 
Mardi Gras “Fat Tuesday” with proceeds benefiting Shore.  Over $7,000 was 
raised making it the highest netting for this event.  Thank you to all those 
individuals and businesses who helped make it a huge success.


